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Living Water: Gushing in Bethlehem, 
Flowing in Kajo-Keji
BY HOWARD STRINGFELLOW

The Children of 
Kajo-Keji  BY CHARLIE BAREBO

“Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is 
to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.” … And  he 
took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed 
them. [Mark 10:14, 16]

Have you ever seen a child without a single toy? Or 
an entire village that had only one, tired old ball for 
the children to play soccer with? Or a little girl with no 
baby doll to tend to? This is what you would see in Kajo 
Keji. 

On our recent trip to Kajo Keji, Archdeacon 
Stringfellow and I witnessed just such a thing. No balls, 
no play cars, no dolls, no toys of any kind. This deeply 
moved the parent within me. Our brothers and sisters 
in the Sudan love their children every bit as much as we 
love ours. Imagine the pain you would feel if you could not provide your children with even a single toy. 

The children are stoic; their lives are hard.  Bishop Anthony reported seeing many children out working or playing when they 
should have been in school. He tells of seeing one young lad about ten years old whom he escorted home and asked the parents 
why the boy wasn’t in school. The family was not able to pay his $60 per year tuition. 

We might not recognize the school the lucky children attend. Diocese of Kajo Keji Education Coordinator Tom Ezbon 
reckons that some 75% of the children receive their primary education under mango trees or in grass and mud hut (Tukel) 
schools. Fewer than half of the children will receive a primary education from a qualified teacher. [Children continues on p. A5]
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For they drank from the spiritual 
rock that followed them, and the 
rock was Christ. 1Corinthians 10:4b

[Kajo Keji in Southern Sudan, 
February 2008] “Archdeacon 
Howard, are you taking enough 
water?” Bishop Anthony asked me 
on Friday just as I was taking a small 
swig from the Rwenzori bottle, the 
bottled water we found ready for us 
in Uganda and in Southern Sudan.  
“You should take at least four bottles, 
two liters, a day.”  When Charlie 
Barebo and I were returning from 
Kajo-Keji, and we were in Uganda, I 
washed my face in the lavatory in my 
hotel room.  In just a few seconds, 
my fingers pruned—not enough 
hydration—just as though I had 
swum a mile.  I had needed to drink 
more water.  Probably I still do.

On Sunday, Charlie and I were 
part of Anthony’s retinue that 

traveled to Kiri.  He was making his first episcopal visitation there, and Kiri is the parish where his predecessor, Bishop 
Manesseh, worships.

For the record, the service was Morning Prayer with one lesson, Exodus 17:1-7, and Moses struck the rock at Massah and 
Meribah in our hearing, and the water flowed once again.  For the record, also, the service lasted three and three-quarter hours, 
despite an Archdeacon’s decision to cut the second lesson, almost unbelievably, “to save time,” as Anthony later told me.  
He read the second lesson in the context of his sermon.  It was Saint John 4, the Samaritan woman at the well at Sychar, the 
interview in which Jesus breaks down every social convention and constraint, and causes the water to flow in her: “He cannot 
be the Messiah, can he?”  He had told her many things, but especially he told her: “The water that I will give will become in 
them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.”  Anthony preached these lessons within the [Living Water continues on p. A4]

A new well at Romogi. A gift of the Cathedral Church of the Nativity.           PHOTO BY HOWARD STRINGFELLOW.
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IN EPISCOPAL LIFE
Sustainability is emerging as a core 
value for Episcopal schools around the 
country. [1]

Princeton student Emily Garcia, for-
mer Evangelical, fi nds in the Episcopal 
Church a different kind of truth. She’s 
hooked and she tells why. [19]

For more news
that’s fi t to print

but simply doesn’t fi t 
on Diocesan Life’s 

eight pages,
visit the newSpin blog: 
www.diobeth.typepad.
com/diobeth_newspin
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      ALWAYS AND EVERYWHERE             
It is right and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere to give thanks.

BY BISHOP PAUL V. MARSHALL

No pet lover would feed their pet a 
steady diet of table scraps. It would weaken 
health, shorten life, and possibly kill the 
loved animal by choking. How many of us, 
though, nurture our closest relationships 
with leftovers with equally bad results? 

In particular, I have become aware that 
many marriages run on scraps. They end 
badly; or perhaps worse, they just grind 
on. This is the scenario: Each partner 
gets out of bed with a list of things to 
do already churning in their brain. They 
work hard and do a creditable job all day 
at home or the job. Then they do useful 
things at home or in the community in 
the evening hours. Finally they plop back 

Are you emotionally 
present to your spouse?

into bed too tired even for meaningful 
conversation, perhaps being briefly present 
to the spouse in some half-hearted way. 
And they wonder where the pizzaz went.

Television psychologist Dr. Phil says 
that loss of libido among married people 
has reached epidemic proportion. I 
do not know if that is true, but my 
encounters with people suggest that 
his observation covers only a symptom. 
The larger problem, loss of relationship, 
has reached pandemic proportion. 

People do not seem to be budgeting 
their emotional energy nearly so wisely as 
they are investing their retirement funds. 
Two people running at a high level of 
energy all day find that their greatest 
need at the end of the day is rest — they 
have squandered the resources required 
to love, honor, and cherish. They have 
been too busy with good things to 
have time or energy for the best things.

There may be reasons for that. Even 
the richest people stay busy to avoid 
feeling their emotional poverty. If 
prodded, they may defensively say that 
their spouse’s need for relationship is 
unreasonable considering all they have 
to do. Here we see that unfaithfulness 
to vows takes many forms. Not being 
emotionally present is one of them. 

It is right to ask if we love our 
career and our success more than 
we love our spouse and children. It 
is right to review our marriage vows 
and ask if we still “forsake all others” 
on the practical and emotional level.

Eastertide, these seven weeks between 
the Easter Vigil and Pentecost, are the 
time when Christians explore what real 
life looks like. It is the time when we try 
to inhabit the land that Jesus opened 
to us in his death and resurrection. 
For these fifty days, ten days more than 
Lent, we remember that it was Jesus’ love 
that led him to the cross, and that his 
love is what the resurrection vindicates.

Inhabiting this new land, as far as 
our marriages go, has many aspects. I 
would like to highlight three of them.

First, nourish your spirit. You cannot 
give what you do not have. Self-care 
is a duty if you are going to be lover. 
Many people find it helpful to have 

some period each day, perhaps only ten 
minutes, when they do nothing. They sit 
still, eyes unfocused or closed, and do not 
think. Going to a quiet place inside takes 
learning for some, for others it is as easy 
as listening to their own breathing. It is a 
fundamental act of self-care that recharges 
and repairs the soul. Do not do this while 
driving. For others, listening to music is 
a cleansing and restoring moment. The 
point is that, just as surely as one takes 
vitamins each day, it is useful to take 
time to nourish the spirit. Exercising 
the body also helps the mind and spirit.

The second aspect of loving is trickier. 
Do slightly less: trim enough from the daily 
list so there is something to give at home. 
Obviously, most tasks and opportunities 
will still be there tomorrow — what is 
surprising is they won’t seem so urgent. 
To be faithful to one’s vows requires 
a deliberate conservation of energy.

Finally, enjoy each other. After the 
kids are in bed, do something together 
for half an hour, with the TV off. Some 
couples read a book together, others 
discuss the newspaper, some play a game 
or have a joint hobby. Others just enjoy 
talking. The truest of lovers share their 
interior journeys. In anticipation of the 
coming HBO series, read the published 
letters between John and Abigail Adams. 

I have always found this Adams family 
one where the passion for each other 
included a passion for discussing ideas. 

Change is cumulative. A nation 
populated with people invested in care 
of self, conservation of energy, and 
intentional presence with their beloved, 
might give Dr. Phil less to worry about.

Nourish your spirit. You cannot 
give what you do not have.

Do slightly less: trim enough 
from the daily list so there is 
something to give at home.

Enjoy each other. After the 
kids are in bed, do something 
together for half an hour, with 
the TV off. 

Nourish your spirit. You cannot
give what you do not have.

Do slightly less: trim enough
from the daily list so there is
something to give at home.

Enjoy each other. After the
kids are in bed, do something 
together for half an hour, with
the TV off. 

Bishop Paul will greet members of 
the St. Matthew Society as they gather 
on St. Matthew Sunday, May 4, for a 
special reception to honor and celebrate 
their generosity to the Church. The St. 
Matthew Society was founded in 2001 
throughout the Diocese of Bethlehem to 
recognize and thank all those who have 
planned a gift to their individual parishes. 
This year’s celebration event will be held 
at the Lehigh Country Club from 3:00 
to 5:30 p.m., and will feature food, drink 
and good company. The Bishop sincerely 
hopes that all current St. Matthew Society 
members will plan to join him and 
each other at this special gathering. For 
information about enrolling in the St. 

 St. Matthew Society Reception:  
 Sunday, May 4

Confirmation at St. Clement’s and St. Peter’s in Wilkes-Barre

Matthew Society, and/or to learn more 
about the stewardship of planned giving, 
please contact Char Horst, Missioner for 
Development, by email or at 610.683.8625.

From last year’s reception.         PHOTO BY SCOTT HORST
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BY BILL LEWELLIS

The Rev. Henry J. Pease, 75, died during 
the early morning hours of March 13. 
He served as rector of Historic St. Paul’s 
Church, Montrose, Susquehanna County, 
for 26 years (1972-98). In retirement, he 
served as priest-in-charge of St George’s 
Church, Nanticoke, near Wilkes-Barre, 
for eight years.

Ordained a priest in 1965, Father Pease 
served as an assistant at St. Stephen’s 
Church, Wilkes-Barre, for six years before 
being called to serve as rector in Montrose. 
Prior to seminary and ordination, he 
worked at Dun and Bradstreet (Richmond 
District) and as a bank examiner for the 
Federal Reserve of Philadelphia.

During a courageous journey into 
Ecuador in 2000, he rescued three boys, 
ages 3, 5 and 8, whom he raised in his 
Saddle Lake home near Tunkhannock, 
where he had been living alone, and 
legally adopted them to be his sons. [An 
April 2002 Diocesan Life story, Journey into 
Danger, may be downloaded from the 
newSpin blog.]

He was also an adjunct professor of 
economics at Kings College and Wilkes 
University, Wilkes-Barre, since 1966.  

Informing some 90 clergy colleagues 
at the Diocese of Bethlehem Chrism 
Mass, March 13, of Father Pease’s death, 
Bethlehem Bishop Paul Marshall said 
Father Pease was “the most non-anxious 
person I knew, always positive, always 
having a word of encouragement for his 
colleagues and for his bishop.”

Father Pease was long active in concerns 
of the 14-county Diocese of Bethlehem 
where he held many leadership positions, 
including president of the Standing 
Committee, chair of the Personnel 
Committee, chair of the diocesan Program 
and Budget Committee, the Grant-in-
Aid Committee (now Congregational 
Development), the United Budget 
Task Force, and vice-chair of Diocesan 
Council.

For 20 years, he served also as an 
Education for Ministry mentor in 
Montrose and Scranton.

“When we moved into this diocese 
in 1990,” said Barbara Caum of Trinity 
Church, Athens, “Henry was one of the 
first persons we met.  Ned had lived way 
too may years (nearly 30) in Alaska without 
any other clergy to talk to. It was not an 
easy life. When we met Henry, it was like 
a lamp of light. A wonderful connection. 
Such a kind and caring man. He met 
some incredible challenges that most of us 
could not even imagine and took them on 
with great love and courage. Henry, most 
sweet, steadfast and kind, rest in peace and 
rise in glory. I say this with great gratitude 
for having known and loved him. I know 
he will be well and I hope all will be well 
with his grandchildren.”

In the community, Father Pease owned 
the Country Care Personal Care Home, 
Montrose, and he served as board chairman 
of Trehab, a community action agency 
serving six rural counties in Northeastern 

Pennsylvania, the Susquehanna/Wyoming 
Unit of the American Cancer Society and 
the Susquehanna County Chapter of the 
American Red Cross. He was a former 
member of the Montrose Rotary Club, 
where he was the recipient of the Paul 
Harris Fellowship Award. He also served 
as president of the Montrose Literacy 
Council, the Montrose Recreation 
Committee and the NY-Penn Board. He 
was awarded the Silver Beaver Award 
through the Boy Scouts of America. 

Born August 4, 1932, in Exeter, 
Grafton County, New Hampshire, to 
the late Perley H. and R. Mary [Wright] 
Pease, he graduated from Seymour High 
School, Seymour, Conn., and Blackburn 
College in Illinois. He received a master’s 
degree in economics from the University 
of Tennessee; and, a master’s degree in 
theology from the Philadelphia Divinity 
School.  

In a 2002 interview for a Diocesan Life 
story by Dave Howell, Father Pease spoke 
about how his three grandsons changed 
his life. He said in some ways raising his 
second set of children was a lot easier. “I 
know a lot more than I did forty years ago 

and I’m not involved in day-to-day work, 
so I have more time,” he said. “I plan my 
days on the basis of the kids’ needs.” He 
noted that grandparents are healthier and 
stronger today, though he admitted to 
being tired by the close of an average day.

Surviving are a daughter, Sandra Pease-
Darde, Montrose; a son, John Stephen 
Pease, Tunkhannock; his adopted sons, 
Francisco David, Dominic Luis and 
Simon Alexander Pease; two grandsons, 

Eric Justin and Bradley Matthew Darde; 
his former wife, Vivian N. Pease; and two 
cousins, Bruce and Stanley Wright. 

A Memorial Service will be held 
on Saturday, April 19, at 2 p.m. in St. 
Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre. 
Bishop Paul Marshall will preside. The 
family will receive friends immediately 
following the service. Interment will be in 
Montrose. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made to The Friends 
of Historic St. Paul’s, 60 Church Street, 
Montrose, 18801, in memory of The Rev. 
Henry J. Pease.

Deacon Dolores Evans of North Parish, 
Schuylkill County, said she will “always 
remember Father Henry as a wonderful, 
caring and interesting person. The light of 
his faith always was visible in his eyes. He 
always had a kind word for everyone.”

Father Scott Allen “will never forget 
his expertise in economics and his 
commitment to justice in that realm … 
Pray that laborers like Henry continue to 
be animated by the Spirit to do the work 
of ministry. I will miss his quiet, yet solid 
presence.”

Onetime rector of St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-
Barre, Canon Don Muller said Henry was 
“in all things a giver. He advocated for 
others, and did not seem to worry about 
what he was getting.  He took on tasks 
that others (including myself) would not 
do … I know he will be greatly missed by 
so many in the Diocese of Bethlehem.  I 
know I will miss him, but thank God that 
I had the opportunity to know him.” 

The Rev. Henry J. Pease
Into your hands, O Lord, 
we commend our brother, Henry

The Rev. Henry J. Pease

In 2000, The Rev. Henry Pease rescued three boys, Francisco David, Dominic Luis and Simon 
Alexander Pease, during a trip to Ecuador in 2000. They are his legally adopted sons.

Every month for 12 years
Looking at life in 600 
words of less

Messages in the Mall: Looking 
at Life in 600 Words or Less
(Church Publishing, 2008) is a new book 
by Bishop Paul Marshall who has written 
extensively both for scholars and clergy and for 
the general reader. His scholarly works have 
been described as “readable” and his popular 
works as “learned.” For more than a decade, 
Bishop Paul has written a monthly column for 
secular newspapers, usually 600 words or less 
and different from the monthly column he 
writes for Diocesan Life. This rigorous discipline 
of writing to strict space requirements was 
meant from its beginning in 1996 to engage 
the secular culture and to bring the church’s 
message to it by commenting on the realities 
of the human condition and on issues of 
general interest. The book is a compilation of 
many of the columns, organized along thematic 
lines. Some six to eight papers in northeastern 
Pennsylvania currently publish the monthly 
column. Their combined circulation is about 
400,000. 

The Bishop Is Coming (Church 
Publishing, 2007) is the first new ceremonial 
guide for bishops in more than 25 years and 
the first book of its kind aimed at helping 
congregations prepare for a bishop’s visit.  
This short book has a dual purpose and is 
aimed at two audiences. Through practical 
instruction and guidance, it equips bishops 
to minister effectively as the chief pastor 
in the diocese, while helping clergy and 
congregations reduce the eternal anxiety 
around the words, the bishop is coming. Realizing 
that ceremonial custom varies among dioceses 
and congregations, Bishop Paul lays out some 
normative principles that should be followed 
in all liturgies at which the bishop presides 
or is present. His clear, engaging, and often 
humorous style will put the reader at ease 
when dealing with ceremonial material.

Earlier books by Bishop Paul include: One, 
Catholic and Apostolic: Samuel Seabury and the 

Episcopal Church (Church Publishing, 2004); 
Leaps and Boundaries: The Prayer Book in the 21st 
Century (Co-edited with Dr. Lesley Northup, 
Morehouse, 1997); The Voice of a Stranger: On 
the Lay Origins of Anglican Liturgics (Church 
Publishing, 1993); Anglican Liturgy in America: 
Prayer Book Parallels (Church Publishing, 
1989, 1991, 1996), a three-volume set that 
compares texts of different versions of The 
Book of Common Prayer; and Preaching for the 
Church Today: The Skills, Prayer and Art of 
Sermon Preparation (Church Publishing, 1991). 
“I have a rather pragmatic view of preaching,” 
he wrote. “If it doesn’t help people live, then 
it’s probably a waste of their time.”

Additionally, a 90-minute video on Reading 
the Bible Today, produced during a live 
presentation in the fall of 2003 in response 
to General Convention decisions related to 
homosexuality, was distributed nationally by 
the Episcopal Media Center, Atlanta. 
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[Living Water continued from page A1] 
circumstances at Kiri: opportunities, 
“springs of water,” that had been 
missed when the clergy neglected some 
educational possibilities he had provided, 
and opportunities before them—all the 
people—to do the will of God and to 
refuse the evil for the good.  He was 
clear that Christ is among them and 
that he continues to offer living water.  
Unmistakably he fervently desired his 
people to yearn for the living water, to be 
like the people in an old, American folk 
song (whose title refers to another liquid): 
“them that refuse it are few.”

A gentleman, an engineer I believe, 
from Juba, a city to the north, most 
courteously translated the entire service 
for me.  He had come down to attend 
a meeting about the construction of 
the Cathedral at Romogi.  And while 
I listened to him and to 
the service, I reflected 
on the living water that 
Christ offered me to 
choose in taking the 
journey to Kajo-Keji.  
Despite the heat, 
that reached 
forty degrees 

centigrade that day, the wind, and the 
dust, and the brush fire not far behind 
us, I knew that the decision I made was a 
long drink at the right well.

Two days before the service at Kiri, we 
visited Romogi, the site of the Canon 
Benaiah Poggo College being constructed 
by the New Hope Campaign.  We saw 
the college’s old building, the building 
that needed a roof when I first saw it, 13 
months ago.  We saw how, with a roof, its 
rooms served simultaneously as classroom, 
dormitory, and storage space.  And we 
appreciated how, when the construction 
is complete, 
doubl ing 

and tripling the use of a room will no 
longer be necessary.

The speed of the construction surprised 
me.  The New Hope Finance Committee 
had met on January 14 and approved the 
first transfer of funds.  Five weeks later we 
saw progress on the dormitory and the 
administration building of the College.

The construction teams we visited 
employed local and international labor.  
Kenyans and Ugandans joined Sudanese 
in the work.  And Garry Ion, an engineer 
with the Church Mission Society, at our 
and Anthony’s request, looked over each 
project and foundation.

The long flights during the return 
journey gave me the opportunity to reflect 
on the New Hope that I had seen at work 
in Suthern Sudan.  New Hope begins 
with Christ who continuously offers to 

us the living water that he speaks of 
at Sychar.  And it 

continues with the living water that 
springs forth in everyone who chooses to 
drink at his well.  I am grateful for the 
opportunity to be a witness to the gushing 
of the water of eternal life.  A journey of 
15,000 miles can do a lot to broaden 
horizons and to enlarge perspectives.  But 
I hadn’t expected this: I have seen first 
hand that the living water that gushes 
in Bethlehem flows 7,500 miles away in 
Kajo-Keji.  I brought some back.

[Editor’s Note: Archdeacon Howard 
Stringfellow and Charlie Barebo, chair of 
the New Hope Campaign and member of 
Diocesan Council, visited our companion 
Diocese of Kajo Keji in Southern Sudan 
on behalf of the New Hope Campaign 
and the Diocese of Bethlehem during 
late February 2008 to strengthen the 
ties between our dioceses, meet with 
the person who is to be Bethlehem’s 
representative in Kajo Keji during the 
Campaign’s construction of schools and 

the Canon Benaiah Poggo College, 
and inspect the progress of those 

constructions.]

Living Water
flowing in Kajo-Keji

A study in determination

Making bricks

Foundation and slab for a dormitory

Procession before the service

Students at Romogi primary school

Gravel to be ground by hand

New Hope pledges 
$3,030,500 
toward the 

$3.6 million goal.

PHOTOS BY HOWARD STRINGFELLOW
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[Children continued from page A1] Imagine 
the stress this would cause you as a 
parent. 

We have it in our power to change this. 
Christ clearly lays the challenge down. 
Will we accept it? In letters distributed 
in March for display in our church, the 
children aspired to lofty goals. Suba 
Scouia “hopes” to get into secondary 
school and to go on to study nursing. 
Konyo Mary, a seventh grader, wants to 
become an English teacher. Wonia Annet 
loves mathematics and science and wants 
to become “a hospital doctor to look after 
sick people.” 

A teacher, a doctor a nurse. These 
are mission-oriented people who hope 
to walk in Christ’s footsteps and love 
their neighbors as they love themselves.  

Moving on to secondary school, 
however, is not a right but a privilege. 
The headmaster of the Dwani School 
reports that last year 27 students passed 
from his primary school into secondary 
school. These are the lucky few that will 
attend high school and hopefully one 
day the Canon Benaiah Poggo College.

We Americans believe that education, 
primary and secondary, is a right shared 
by all our citizens. It has been five or 
six generations since an American 

family has had to deal with concerns of 
whether their children would be able to 
attend school. Through the New Hope 
Campaign, we can help make access 
to schools a moot point in Kajo Keji.

One might think that St. Bartholomew’s 
Orphanage would be a place of sadness. 
I find it to be one of God’s works in 
progress. The fourteen paid employees 
show a love and patience that is clearly 
inspirational. Three young adults from 
the USA are currently donating their time 
there, and they thanked us for our ministry. 
Many employees at the orphanage are 
widows who lost their families during 
the war. I was amazed at the simplicity 
and the power of this arrangement. 
The orphans receive foster mothers 
and the widows receive foster families!

The children at 
the orphanage are 
clean and happy. You 
see smiles and hear 
laughter. This is a 
happy place. It is bath 
night and they wait 
around their outside 
tub for a scrub. Kids 
are no different there 
than they are here; 
they complain as they 
go in and then can’t get 
enough once in the tub.

The orphanage 
recently expanded 
its care to include 
20 infants. Bishop 

Anthony is taken with one of the 
children and has a hard time leaving. 
Archdeacon Stringfellow has bought 
candy for all the children and leaves it 
with the headmaster. I leave all the money 
I have with me, and feel wonderful 
about not having a penny in my pocket.

God is at work in Kajo Keji. I see his 
presence in the children, the teachers, 
and in the child tenders at the orphanage. 
I see God in Bishop Anthony’s eyes as he 
looks at the baby boy. 

God is at work also in the Diocese of 
Bethlehem. He has touched our hearts 
and we have responded. Still, there is so 
much more to do and we have so much 

Bath night at the well.                                       PHOTOS BY CHARLIE BAREBO

Howard Stringfellow, Charlie Barebo and the Diocesan Staff of Kajo-Keji

wealth. Kajo Keji 
is a reality check in 
this regard.

Please pray and 
consider a gift to 
New Hope: $10 a 
week for five years 
is a $2,500 pledge. 
That’s a whopping 
$1.43 a day; many 
of us spend that on 
our morning cup 
of coffee.

Back at the 
compound, I watch 

the toddler struggling to walk in the dust 
of the dry season. Her toys are rocks, dust 
and sticks. Her playmates are chickens 
and goats. On our next trip to the market 
I buy her a doll. I give it to her mother, 
the single mother Char Horst wrote 
about in last month’s Diocesan Life. She 
is barely old enough to have put her own 
dolls away. I don’t know who is happier, 
the baby, the mother or me.   

Mama, son, and doll.

Caring for others 
changes us
An excerpt from an early March 2008 pastoral 
letter of Bishop Paul.

With the active phase of the New 
Hope Campaign three-quarters over, 
we have gifts and pledges totaling 
$3,022,000 (as of February 24), 
putting us a bit ahead of schedule. Our 
goal of $3.6 million is well in sight.

Since last September I have been 
spending a few hours each week at the 
Trinity Soup Kitchen in Bethlehem, trying 
to be of use to some of Trinity’s guests for 
whom life has been harsh. I come away 
from Trinity each Monday and Friday 
more convinced than ever that our New 
Hope decision to assist parishes with seed 

money for social ministry is God-pleasing 
and necessary. I am aware of plans in 
Mt. Pocono and Scranton to undertake 
ministries of compassion, and know 
there are more being formulated. My own 
commitment to New Hope has increased 
because of this hands-on experience. I 
share this story as one paltry example 
of the grand truth that caring for others 
changes us, takes us out of ourselves, 
transform our souls. I know that many 
of you have had similar experiences of 
feeling that you have received a gift when 
you made an effort for those in need.

Take a moment, please, to listen silently 
to what God is calling you to do. If you are 
still waiting to make your commitment 
to New Hope, now would be a good 
time. This is my heartfelt invitation 
to each of you to be as much a part of 
this ministry as God has enabled you.

TThhee CChhiillddrreenn ooff KKaajjoo KKeejjii

The village children’s soccer ball.

$3,600,000

$3,030,500

$3,600,000$3,600,000,

Our New Hope 

pledges are 

currently 

$3,030,500, 

80% toward the 

$3.6 million goal.

Bishop Anthony Poggo and an orphan.
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Seasonal 
Welcome Posters

Richard Woodyatt of Minuteman Press 
and Jenifer Gamber launched a poster 
program for the Diocese of Bethlehem 
last fall. For an annual cost of $35 plus 
shipping, parishes receive seven 11” X 17” 
seasonal posters that are customized with 
the subscribing parish name. The poster 
provides a colorful welcome to newcomers 
and reminds current members of the 
changing liturgical seasons. The 2007-2008 
program highlights Episcopal artists. 

A new subscription year begins Advent 
2008. If your parish is interested in 
participating, please e-mail Richard 
Woodyatt at richard.woodyatt@pikewood.
com.

The Spirituality 
and Practice of 
Peacemaking
BY CAROL L. HUNTINGTON

Creating a Culture of Peace: Training 
for Personal and Social Change has been a 
transforming experience in my life. I have 
always considered myself to be committed 
to peace and justice, especially justice. 
It was not until I went to the Creating a 
Culture of Peace (CCP) training last summer 
that I was able to experience a deeper truth 
about the integral relationship between 
peace and justice. I was so inspired and 
empowered that I enrolled in the fall 
course to become a trained and certified 
facilitator in the national program.

CCP has given me an understanding 
of the power and creativity of active 
nonviolence as a way to respond to injustice, 
oppression, conflict and violence. As a 
social worker for 40 years – 25 years living 
and working in the inner city – and more 
recently as a deacon, I have experienced 
many kinds of violence. My faith as a 
Christian has been foundational to my 
ability to try to confront and transform 
that violence which was at work while I 
served in the cities of Newark, Jersey City, 
Paterson and Boston, as well as in my 
personal and family life. Now I see CCP 

as part of my Christian formation process. 
It has provided me with a new sense of 
personal power and practical skills, and, 
more importantly, a way of being that 
transcends and transforms the violence 
that pervades our culture. I see that using 
active nonviolence is the way to come to 

justice and peace.
Janet Chisholm, my trainer and mentor, 

is a faith-based peacemaker and educator 
who recently moved to Kirkridge in the 
Diocese of Bethlehem. She has established 

CCP as a nationwide, community-based 
training program which has benefited 
thousands. It has been embraced by 
youth groups and intergenerational 
groups, congregations, civic groups, 
peace and justice organizations, colleges 
and seminaries. It has been adopted 

by national and regional faith groups, 
including the Episcopal Peace Fellowship 
and by Veterans for Peace. Janet is the past 
national chairperson of the Episcopal 
Peace Fellowship and the former executive 

director and training coordinator of the 
national Fellowship of Reconciliation.   

CCP’s innovative and interactive process 
helps participants find their own power and 
practice more skills for making personal and 
social changes without violence. It allows them 
to address issues which most concern them, 
such as controversial topics and group conflicts, 

neighborhood and school 
violence, domestic violence, 
climate change, war and 
militarism, discrimination, 
video games, homelessness, 
peace education, and lack of 
health care. Mutual learning 
occurs through storytelling, 
meditation, small group 
sharing, brainstorming, role 
plays, thought-provoking 
exercises, music and 
movement. 

The content of CCP 
provides a holistic and 
practical foundation 
in spiritually grounded 
peacemaking. Participants 
explore violence and active 
nonviolence, social change, 
and community-building. 
Every group chooses and 
plans concrete projects for 
change to help create the 
peaceful world we desire.

[The Rev. Carol L. Huntington, CCP@
CarolHuntington.com, ordained a deacon in 2002, is 
canonically resident in the Diocese of Bethlehem where 
she served as a deacon at St. John’s, Hamlin. She serves 
as a deacon at t. Andrw’s, Readfield, Maine.]  

Creating a Culture of Peace, a 
November 6-9, 2008 retreat sponsored 
by the Peace Commission of the Diocese 
of Bethlehem at Kirkridge Retreat 
and Study Center, Bangor, offers new 
approaches to conflict and more peaceful 
and just-engaged living. Contact Addison 
Bross, 610-691-2684, acb2@Lehigh.
edu, for more information about this 
transformative training and to register. 
Creating a Culture of Peace is a national 
program adopted by many organizations 
and coordinated by Kirkridge.

Kirkridge is a Retreat and Study Center rooted in Christ, close to the earth, where people from diverse backgrounds 
find community and experience the transforming power of the Spirit for personal wholeness, reconciliation and justice 
in the world.

Trinity Store 
in Easton

 [From Father Andy Gerns] Trinity 
Store at Trinity Church in Easton is 
the only member of the Association of 
Episcopal Booksellers in the Diocese of 
Bethlehem and one of a handful in the 
state. 10% of all proceeds goes to Trinity’s 
mission and outreach. Since we are a 
volunteer operation that depends on a 
few faithful souls, we are not as speedy as 
some (and Amazon manages to undercut 
everyone in terms of price and sheer 
volume) but we do our best to serve both 
our parish and the diocese by providing 
discipleship resources for Episcopalians. 
And we are the only book seller around 
that tithes. If you want to browse, come 
between services or after church on Sunday. 
Browse a bit, sit in our beautiful sanctuary, 
and our coffee is always free! The Trinity 
Store also sells gifts, icons and crosses. 
Visit www.trinityeaston.org/old website/Store.
html for some of our selection. We ship by 
flat rate priority mail (and on occasion, 
we will deliver person to person within 
the diocese depending on the travels of 
the rector) to save you money. What we 
don’t have on hand, we can order from 
most major religious publishing houses. 
We can invoice diocesan parishes and 
clergy. We also offer 10% discount off 
all Bibles and Prayer Books, including 
presentation prayer books in English and 
Spanish. Contact the parish office (610) 
252-7645 or parish@trinityeaston.org or 
Karen Miles, store manager directly at 
gbmiles@rcn.com.

Letters from Kajo-Keji

Taban Samuel Lokugi

Konyo Mary
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PRAY FOR            PLAN AHEAD            PRAY FORO
In the Diocese of Bethlehem 
www.diobeth.org 
Apr. 6: Grace Church, Allentown, The 
Rev. Patrick Malloy, rector; 
The Rev. Rodney Conn, deacon, 
www.graceallentown.org
Apr. 13: Grace Church, Honesdale, 
The Rev. Ed Erb, rector
Apr. 20: St. Mark’s/St. John’s Church, 
Jim Thorpe, The Rev. Joseph De Acetis, 
priest-in-charge, www.stmarkandjohn.org
Apr. 27: St. John’s Church, Hamlin, 
Marianne Berryman, senior warden, 
www.stjohnshamlin.org

Anglicans Around the World
Apr. 6: The clergy and people of Hong 
Kong Sheng Kung Hui, www.hkskh.org.
Apr. 13: The clergy and people of the 
Church of the Province of the Indian 
Ocean.
Apr. 20: The clergy and people of the 
Church of Ireland, 
www.ireland.anglicanorg.
Apr. 27: The clergy and people of the 
Nippon Sei Ko Kai, 
www.nskk.org/hokkaido

The Diocese of Kajo Keji
(Episcopal Church of the Sudan)
Apr. 6: Kala Archdeaconry, 
The Ven. Eluzai Lo’boka Yairo
Apr. 13: Bori Archdeaconry, 
The Ven. Sadoka Toe
Apr. 20: Gederu Archdeaconry, 
The Ven. George Kenyi
Apr. 27: Kiri Archdeaconry, 
The Ven. Amosa Buli Gwolo 

The Diocese of Swaziland
Pray for the Diocese of Swaziland in 
Africa, Bishop Meshack Mabuza and 
the Diocesan AIDS Ministry. 

Pray for all places in conflict... the 
peacemakers and the peacekeepers, 
the victims of starvation, the victims 
of devastation along the Gulf Coast, 
and those dedicated to their relief. 

Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem, Pal-
estine, Afghanistan, Sudan, Northern 
Ireland and Iraq. Pray for peace in our 
hearts and throughout the world. 

Pray for the victims of natural disasters, 
especially the people and churches of 
northeastern Nicaragua and the Mora-
vian communities there. 

Pray for the victims of terrorism and 
their families. 

Pray for relief workers and grief counselors. 

Pray for the protection of children and 
for the many victims of abuse, and their 
families.

March 27 – Diocesan Council
Grace Kingston, 6:30 p.m.

April 6 – Visitation of Bishop Crone-
berger to Good Shepherd Church, 
Scranton

April 10 – Unbinding the Gospel: Real-
Life Evangelism Martha Grace Reese, 
9:30 to 2:30, at Moravian Seminary, 
Bethlehem

April 19 – Bishop’s School

April 20 – Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
Trinity Easton
Visitation of Bishop Croneberger to St. 
Mary’s Wind Gap

April 22 – Clergy Bible Study 1 
Cathedral, Bethlehem, 9:30 a.m.

April 23 – Clergy Bible Study 3
St. Alban’s, Sinking Spring, 10:00 a.m.

Clergy Bible Study 2
St. Stephen’s, Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.

April 24 – Clergy Bible Study 8
Christ Church, Towanda, 10:00 a.m.

April 25-27 – Christophany

April 26 – Bishop’s School 

April 27 – Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Gabriel’s, Douglassville

April 30 – Clergy Bible Study 6
Holy Cross, Wilkes-Barre, 9:30 a.m.

Clergy Bible Study 7
St. Mark’s, Moscow, 2:00 p.m.

May 2-4 – Retreat for Christian Educa-
tors/Youth Workers at Kirby House

May 3 – Bishop’s School
Regional Evangelism Training
Grace Church, Kingston, 10:00 to 3:00. 
From Visitor to Member: Helping newcom-
ers feel at home in your church. Lunch 
provided. No fee. Each parish is asked to 
send at least two lay people to a regional 
training. See also May 10 and 17. The 
goal is to help congregations incorporate 
new members into their parish life. Sign 
up with Ely Valentin at Diocesan House, 
evalentin@diobeth.org

May 4 – St. Matthew Society Sunday
Bishop’s Appreciation Reception
See page A2

May 6 – Clergy Bible Study 1 
Cathedral, Bethlehem, 9:30 a.m.

May 7 – Clergy Bible Study 2
St. Stephen’s, Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.

May 10 – Regional Evangelism Training
Christ Church, Reading, 10:00 to 3:00. 
See May 3.

May 13 – Clergy Day

May 14 – ECW Annual Meeting
At Kirby House. Bishop Paul will preside 
and preach at Eucharist. Jo Trepagnier 
will make a presentation on the mission 
trip she, Father Earl Trygar and Char 
Horst made to Kajo Keji.

May 15 – Clergy Bible Study 8
Christ Church, Towanda, 10:00 a.m.

May 17 – Safeguarding God’s Children
An educational program for preventing 
child abuse. Cathedral, Bethlehem, and 
St. Luke’s, Scranton. Both, 9:30 to 3:30. 
Please see www.diobethkids.org.
Bishop’s School

Regional Evangelism Training
St. Paul’s Church, Montrose, 10:00 to 
3:00. See May 3.

May 18 – Jazz Eucharist, Cathedral, 
10:30 a.m. The Cathedral Jazz Band

May 21 – Clergy Bible Study 6
Holy Cross, Wilkes-Barre, 9:30 a.m.

Clergy Bible Study 7
St. Mark’s, Moscow, 2:00 p.m.

May 27 – Clergy Bible Study 3
St. Alban’s, Sinking Spring, 10:00 a.m.

June 8 – Clergy&Spouse/Guest Dinner
St. Mary’s Center, Scranton, 5:00 p.m.

June 10 – Reception of RC priests as 
priests of the Episcopal Church

June 17-20 – Jr High Mission Trip

July 8-13 – EYE 2008

Aug. 15 – Ordination of Priests
Cathedral, Bethlehem, 7:00 p.m.

Sept. 25 – Clergy Insensitivity Training
St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral. A systems 
approach to conflict in the parish. 

Sept. 28-30 – Clergy Retreat
Jesuit Spiritual Center, Wernersville.

Oct. 10-11 – Diocesan Convention

A Retreat with St. Benedict 
May 8-10, 2008

A Benedictine Approach to Work: 
Finding Your Center 

in the Busyness

Is there anyone here who 
yearns for life and desires to 
see good days? (Ps 34:13) 

If you hear this and your 
answer is “I do” especially 
in your daily work, then 
plan to join the Retreat to 
be held May 8-10, sponsored 
by Trinity Bethlehem and 
Trinity Mt. Pocono.  Together 
we’ll explore how the sixth century Rule 
of Benedict can bring us closer to Christ-
centered, Gospel-focused living in our 
nail-biting world!

With the Daily Office framing your 
day—Morning Prayer, Noonday Prayer, 
Evening Prayer and Compline, you will

  Learn about the Rule of St. 
Benedict and the abundant riches of 
Benedictine Spirituality for holistic 
and Christ-centered living
  Explore how the Benedictine 
concept of work can strengthen 
your connection with God and 
be a centering framework for the 
“business” and “busyness” of daily life

 Receive tools to bring the learning 
alive
 Take a break from normal 
responsibilities and activities in order 
to refresh and renew
 Have some quiet time with God and 
community time with others

Retreat Leader:  The Rev. Dr. Jane 
Tomaine, priest in the Diocese of Newark, 
New Jersey.

Location: St. Francis Center for Renewal 
(Monocacy Manor), Bethlehem.

More information: Mo. Laura Howell, 
laura@trinitybeth.org, 610-867-4741

Special things to bring on the retreat
In addition to what you normally bring 

when you go away…

 Small notebook, journal or paper
 Bible
 A tool of your paid, home or 

volunteer work. Examples: pen, 
paper, computer, cooking pan, 
spoon, diaper, a work form, cell 
phone (off please!), dust rag, 
daytimer, etc.  (No forklifts, please!)    
 A mind open to learn and a heart 

open to God

It’s important that we leave space for 
God to reach us.  So try not to bring lots 
of extra reading for the silent times on 
retreat.  Sometimes it is best just to sit 
quietly without words, or even partake in 

the one thing that we never seem to get 
enough of…sleep!

Brief Bio: The Rev. Dr. Jane Tomaine is 
a priest and retreat leader in the Diocese 
of Newark, New Jersey.  She received a 
Bachelor of Music degree from Cornell 
College in Mt. Vernon, Iowa, and a 
Master of Music degree from Ohio State 
University, both in organ performance.  
Following a career with the Bell System 
and AT&T she earned Master of Divinity 
and Doctor of Ministry degrees from the 
Theological School of Drew University in 
Madison, New Jersey.  

Jane’s interest in the Rule of Benedict 
began in the late 1990’s through 
several summer courses at The General 
Theological Seminary in New York City.  
As a part of her doctoral program she 
introduced the Rule of Benedict to the 
parish where she was then rector through 
a parish-wide liturgical, study and renewal 
program.  As a part of this project she 
wrote a book on the Rule of Benedict 
for her parish which was published by 
Morehouse Publishing in May, 2005.  
St. Benedict’s Toolbox: The Nuts and Bolts 
of Everyday Benedictine Living provides 
the reader with an in depth look at the 
Rule along with practical ways to apply 
Benedict’s teaching to daily life.  Jane 
currently teaches courses and workshops 
on the Rule and Benedictine spirituality 
at parishes and retreat centers, and at the 
Newark School of Theology.  
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Dwelling in the Word is a regular feature of
diocesanlife. Tend the Word that has been sown 
in you. Dwell with it, water it and give it light, 
so that the word might bear fruit. These medita-
tions based on lectionary readings are offered by 
people of the Diocese of Bethlehem.

Gate
by Maria Tjeltveit
Fourth Sunday of Easter
John 10:1-10

“I am the gate,” Jesus says in this 
passage. It is a lot easier to imagine Jesus 
as the shepherd than the gate. In Israel, 
I learned what Jesus probably meant by 
this image. Shepherds would have moved 
with their sheep to where there was good 
grazing and, rather than return to a 
permanent sheepfold every night, would 
take tumbleweed or brambles and create 
a temporary sheepfold. After getting the 
sheep safely inside the shepherd would lie 
down across the entrance of the fold. He 
became the gate. The image of the shepherd 
as the gate gives meaning to the words that 
immediately follow this passage, “The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”

The image of Jesus as the gate 
encourages and challenges us. Sometimes 
we want to be the gate or gatekeepers 
of our congregations, deciding who we 
should welcome into the fold. I often 
think that Jesus’ invitation is a lot broader 
than our own; and he is the gate, not us. 
Secondly, we sometimes get so attached 
to our church buildings that we forget 
that we are to be the church by being on 
the move, going out where the grazing 
and opportunities for service are good. 
Knowing that Jesus is the good shepherd 
and the gate, that we are safe in his care, 
allows us to venture out boldly in ministry: 
to have life and have it abundantly.

[The Rev. Maria W. E. Tjeltveit is rector 
of the Church of the Mediator, Allentown, 
www.episcopalmediator.org.] 

Presence
by Charles Cesaretti
Third Sunday of Easter
Luke 24: 13-35

A chance encounter at breakfast one 
morning seven miles from Jerusalem 
transformed and directed the news of 
Jesus’ resurrection from a moment in 
history to a dynamic life-giving movement. 
In the skilled hands of Luke (24:13-35), the 
events that had taken place in and around 
Jerusalem the previous days are lifted from 
the confines of the episodic to the fast-
flowing course of worship and mission.

In its multi-layered telling, the account 
of Jesus and the disciples on the road to 
Emmaus both recapitulates the account of 
the crucifixion and the resurrection, and 
liberates them from memorial through the 

interpretation of the scriptures and the 
breaking of bread to real presence. In the 
words of Walter Bruggemann, “…the story 
relates how the church encounters Jesus 
and learns to see him as someone other 
than merely a strange fellow traveler.”

We should not be surprised by the 
formula in the telling of the encounter 
at Emmaus. It repeats the many such 
meetings in the Gospels – Jesus’ roadside 
conversation with Nicodemus; the 

woman at the well; the exchange with the 
rich, young man; the confrontation in 
Bethany with the family of Lazarus. Each 
of these records the self-revelation of Jesus 
as Messiah. The qualitative difference is 
that at Emmaus, through witness of the 
scripture fulfilled and the meal shared, 
the risen Lord posits the paradigm of 
worship and transformed lives which 
moves the good news from Jerusalem to 
the world, and throughout time, to us.

The Diocese of Bethlehem (and 
each of us within it) continues to live 
into the journey that began outside 
of Emmaus. Two disciples have just 
journeyed to Kajo Keji to break bread 
with our sisters and brothers there. I was 
tempted to begin this reflection with 
a rewording of the story to say: “two of 
Jesus’ followers were going to Kajo Keji.” 

But, I will leave that to you, dear reader. 

[The Rev. Charles Cesaretti is interim 
rector at St. Paul’s Church, Montrose, www.
stpaulschurchmontrose.org.]

Home
by Laura Thomas Howell, Obl.S.B.
Fifth and Sixth Sundays of Easter
John 14: 1-14; 15-21

For me, these passages from John are 
among the most moving in the entire 
Gospel, and I recommend them for 
funerals. Odd, isn’t it, to be thinking of 
funerals a month into the Easter season 
with its constant outpouring of joyful 

Alleluias? But it’s not possible to think of 
Easter without also thinking of the end of 
things, and to long for a time where there 
will be no more endings. I reflect with 
what confusion the disciples must have 
heard their beloved Lord speak of going 
away, offering them guarantees that he was 
going to prepare a place for them. Cold 
comfort! There would be a wonderful 
place in the future where they could live 
together. What about now? The bottom 
line is – even after the Easter resurrection 
– they were going to be left alone.  

Don’t you love wise-guy Thomas? 
“Well, no, Jesus, actually we don’t know 
where you’re going and besides, we have 
no idea of how to get there.” Philip piles 
on: “Yeah, what he said. Stop with this 
esoteric way and truth and life. We’re 
from Missouri, and we’re desperate. 
We really need to see the Father.” Jesus 
understands what he’s trying to say, but 
these disciples are caught in a panic of 
anticipatory grief and loss. They can’t 
grasp his teaching. What thunders in 
their minds and hearts is, “Our dearest 

Duccio di Buoninsegna. The Road to Emmaus. 1308-11. Tempera on wood panel. Museo dell’Opera del Duomo, Siena, Italy.

friend, our Rabbi, is going away.” They 
need something concrete to hold on to. 

Now Jesus gets it. He focuses on these 
very fallible humans and on their concern 
about being separated from him, the 
source of their life and love. He hears 
their longing. And he responds with 
devastatingly powerful words that must 
surely raise to the surface their deepest 
fear: “I will not leave you orphaned; I am 
coming to you.” And just in case their 

emotional trauma makes it 
difficult to understand him, 
he adds, trying to spell it all 
out for them, “The time will 
come when the world won’t 
see me. But you will see me. 
Listen to me and remember 
this: I will live. And because 
I live, you will, too.”

I’d bet the disciples still 
didn’t fully comprehend 
Jesus’ words – for that matter, 
do we comprehend them even 
now? Particularly when our 
spirit is filled with longing for 
home, that mysterious sense of 
homesickness that sometimes 
washes over us like a tidal 
wave, even when life is mostly 
ok. And when we contemplate 
those empty places in our 
lives, that used to be filled 
by the people we love, we 
cling to Christ’s promise 
that there will be a place for 
us all. Beyond the imagined 
reunions, beyond the fanciful 
angels on misty clouds playing 
harps, beyond anything we 
can imagine, Christ will be 
in us and we in him, and 

therefore in love with each other.

[Mother Laura Howell is rector of 
Trinity, Bethlehem, www.trinitybeth.org, 
and a Benedictine Oblate. She rejoices in 
the honorific of Foole. Formerly a hospice 
chaplain, she did grief and loss counseling.]

Duccio di Buoninsegna. Christ’s Appearance Behind 
Locked Doors. 1308-11. Tempera on wood panel. 
Museo dell’Opera del Duomo, Siena, Italy.

Easter
DWELLING IN THE WORD            


